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9th edition of the HFEA Code of Practice

•

Standard licensing and approvals pack for committee members.

Boston Place has held a licence with the HFEA since May 2013 and provides a full range of
fertility services including embryo testing. The centre’s current treatment (including embryo
testing) and storage licence is due to expire on 24 May 2019.
The panel noted a licence renewal inspection was conducted at the centre on 4 and 5
December 2018 and the report was considered by Licence Committee on 7 March 2019.
The panel noted the Licence Committee ‘agreed to adjourn its decision on the renewal of the
centre’s treatment (including embryo testing) and storage licence until the Executive has had
the opportunity to review, in detail, the evidence of progress in implementing these
recommendations and submitted a progress report to the Licence Committee’ and requested
that an Executive update be provided to their May meeting for consideration.
The panel noted that as the centre’s licence is due to expire on 24 May 2019 and the Licence
Committee meets on 2 May 2019, there will not be sufficient time for the licensing
administrative process to conclude prior to the expiry of the centre’s licence.

The panel considered the papers, which included an executive summary and licensing minutes
for the past three years.
The panel noted that the Executive recommends that Special Directions are issued to the
Person Responsible (PR) under Section 24 (5A) (b) of the HF&E Act 1990 (as amended) to
permit the continuation of licensed activity from 25 May 2019 to 24 August 2019, enabling the
renewal application to be considered by the Licence Committee and allowing sufficient time for
the licensing administrative process.

The panel endorsed the Executive’s recommendation that Special Directions are issued to the
PR under Section 24 (5A) (b) of the HF&E Act 1990 (as amended) to permit the continuation of
licensed activity from 25 May 2019 to 24 August 2019, to enable the renewal application to be
considered by the Licence Committee, and allow sufficient time for the licensing administrative
process.
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Special Directions to permit continuation of licensed activity at centre 0327
while a licence renewal application is re-considered by Licence Committee.
Background
1. Boston Place has held a licence with the HFEA since May 2013 and provides a
full range of fertility services including embryo testing. The centre’s current
treatment (including embryo testing) and storage licence is due to expire on 24
May 2019.
2. The centre had a licence renewal inspection on 4 and 5 December 2018 and
the report of that inspection was considered by Licence Committee on 7 March
2019.
3. The minutes of the Licence Committee meeting were provided on 5 April 2019,
and recorded the committee’s decision:
‘3.4. The committee agreed to adjourn its decision on the renewal of the
centre’s treatment (including embryo testing) and storage licence until the
Executive has had the opportunity to review, in detail, the evidence of
progress in implementing these recommendations and submitted a
progress report to the Licence Committee.
3.5. The committee requested an Executive update for consideration at
the Licence Committee meeting scheduled in May 2019.’
4. The executive notes that the centre’s licence is due to expire on 24 May 2019
and the Licence Committee meets on 2 May 2019, so there will not be
sufficient time for the licensing administrative process to conclude prior to the
expiry of the centre’s licence.
Recommendation
5. To allow time for the licensing administrative process to occur, the Executive
recommends that Special Directions are issued to the PR at centre 0327,
under Section 24 (5A) (b) of the HF&E Act 1990 (as amended), to permit the
continuation of licensed activity at the centre from 25 May 2019 to 24 August
2019.
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