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Discussion

1. The Committee had regard to its Decision Tree. The Committee noted that the
Centre is licensed to carry out PGD. The Committee was also satisfied that
the Centre has experience of carrying out PGD and that generic patient
information about its PGD programme and associated consent forms had
previously been received by the HFEA.
2. The Committee noted that the supporting documents with this application did
not contain either a Peer Review or Genetic Alliance Opinion. The Committee
were satisfied that they had, in any event, sufficient information before them
on which to make a decision.
3. The Committee noted that the Centre’s proposed purpose of testing the
embryos was as set out in paragraph 1ZA(1)(a) of schedule 2 of the Act, ie.
‘establishing whether the embryo has a gene, chromosome or mitochondrion
abnormality that may affect its capacity to result in a live birth’.
4. The Committee noted that Alpha Thalassemia (Haemoglobin- Alpha Locus 1;
HBA1), OMIN #141800 is inherited in an autosomal recessive manner,
although the trait is dominant. There is therefore a 1 in 4 chance of the
embryo being affected by this condition with two carrier parents.
5. The Committee noted that Alpha Thalassemia (HBA1) is a disorder which
results from mutation of the alpha globin genes, of which there are four. If all
four genes are mutated or deleted the result will be a baby who will die before
or at birth.
6. The Committee was therefore satisfied that the condition meets the criteria for
testing under paragraph 1ZA(1)(a) of Schedule 2 to the Act.
7. The Committee agreed to authorise the testing of embryos for Alpha
Thalassemia, OMIM #141800. The Committee confirmed that this condition
will be added to the published list of conditions for which PGD may be carried
out.
Signed:

Sue Price (Chair)

Date: 15/04/2013

