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1. The papers for this item were presented by Chris O’Toole, Head of Research
Regulation. Dr O’Toole informed the Committee that the progress in this project
has been slow. This is due to the fact that the centre is making increased use of
blastocyst culture, in order to improve outcomes for patients, which has reduced
the number of embryos donated to research/
2. Dr O’Toole informed the Committee that the Person Responsible would like to
vary the licence to include embryo culture and disaggregation as licensed
activities.

3. Dr O’Toole informed the Committee that the inspection team were impressed
with the facilities at the centre and found that appropriate alarms are in place, as
well as the laboratory and cryostore being fit for purpose. Dr O’Toole explained
that the PR hoped to utilise fresh embryos at some point in the project but that
this had not been possible due to changes in the laboratory practice, whereby
most surplus embryos following ET are grown to the blastocyst stage prior to
freezing.
4. Dr O’Toole communicated to the Committee that 35 embryos were thawed
with the intention to use them in this project. However only 15 of the 35
produced a sufficient number of intact blastomeres post-thaw, to enable the
single cell isolation to be attempted.
6. The Committee agreed that the centre’s licence should continue with no
additional conditions.
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