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1. The papers for this item were presented by Dr Chris O’Toole, Head of
Research Regulation. Dr O’Toole informed the Committee that the inspection
team felt that no progress had been made on this project based on the evidence
of the inspection visit. She went on to say that this centre has connections with
centre 0052 Clarendon Wing – Leeds and 0246 University of Cambridge, and the
communication between the two centres is not as good as it should be. The
inspection team recommended that meetings should take place between the two
centres more frequently. Dr O’Toole went on to inform the Committee that the
centre are considering obtaining an established cell line from the UK Stem Cell
Bank and using it as a learning tool, in order to test/validate the culture system

presently used in their own laboratory. Methodologies were made available for
this work and seen to be appropriate.
2
The Committee noted Dr O’Toole’s comments that the inspection team
recommended in the inspection report regarding that the centre should include
information about the use of all of its donated material, either used onsite or
transported and used subsequently in collaborative work with other centres as
part of the progress report to the Authority. The Committee noted that due to the
slow nature of research work undertaken at centre 0246, more culture work is
proposed to be undertaken at 0100. To facilitate this centre 0100 are in the
process of obtaining an established stem cell line from the UK Stem Cell Bank,
and using it as a learning tool, in order to test/ validate the culture system
presently used in their own laboratory. On the basis that the centre will not use
embryos for this testing/ validation process, the Committee was satisfied that the
proposed use of embryos remains necessary for the purpose of the project of
research.
3. Subject to the above, the Committee agreed that the centre’s licence should
continue with no additional conditions.
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