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The following papers were considered by the Committee:
•
•

papers for Licence Committee (47 pages)
no papers were tabled.

1. The papers for this item were presented by Tony Knox, HFEA Inspector.
Mr Knox informed the Committee that this centre has been licensed since
1992 and treats a mixture of NHS and privately funded patients. It has a good
history of regulatory compliance. Mr Knox also advised the Committee that
the centre has acquired a new Person Responsible since the last inspection
which has raised the centre’s risk score to 21%, in the medium range.
2. Mr Knox advised the Committee that two breaches were noted during the
renewal inspection of the centre: witnessing of samples being removed from a
dewar was not being carried out in accordance with witnessing directions
D2004/4 and a sample was identified that was being stored beyond the expiry
of the storage consent. He further informed the Committee that measures
were put in place by the centre on the day of the inspection to address these
breaches.
3. Mr Knox further informed the centre that a number of recommendations
were made by the inspection team in the course of the inspection. These
included the recommendation to ensure that emergency equipment is

regularly checked (and records kept whenever checks take place) and the
recommendation that the centre ensures that the cryostore door is kept closed
when not in use. Mr Knox reported that these recommendations have all now
been implemented.
4. The Committee noted the breaches reported by Mr Knox and agreed to
renew the centre’s licence for a period of three years with no additional
conditions. The decision to renew the centre’s licence for three years rather
than for five was made on the basis of the centre’s medium risk score.
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